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Think Fast.
Think FedEx Ground.

Interested in a fast-paced job with career advancement  
opportunities? Join the FedEx Ground team as a part-time  
package handler.

All interested candidates must attend a sort 
observation at our facility prior to applying 
for the position. For more information or to 
schedule a sort observation, please call

Part-time Package Handlers

$9.00/hr to start

FedEx Ground is an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer (M/F/D/V), 
commited to a diverse workforce.

605.945.3215
Qualifications

Must be at least 18 years of age
Must be out of high school
Must pass a background check
Must be able to load, unload and sort packages, 
as well as perform other related duties
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Search well under way for new Pierre � re chief
BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN
DAVID.ROOKHUYZEN@CAPJOURNAL.COM

The search for Pierre’s new 
fire chief  should be done by the 
end of  next month.

The city has been working on 
replacing outgoing Fire Chief  
Bill Alexander since June, 
when he announced to the city 
commission that he would be 
stepping down from his post 
effective Nov. 1. 

City Administrator Leon 
Schochenmaier said the 
new chief  should be hired in 

November after months of  the 
city advertising the position 
and sorting through potential 
replacements.

The posted salary for the 
position is between $53,299.14 
and $60,303.08 a year. That’s a 
potential savings for the city of  
at least $2,000 from Alexander’s 
current $62,457.44 annual sal-
ary.

City Administrator Leon 
Schochenmaier said 27 candi-
dates had applied for the open 
post in the past few months. 
After reviewing the applica-

tions, requests were sent out to 
20 of  those candidates to turn 
in written responses to a list of  
questions, which a committee 
began reading Wednesday. 

After a review of  those 
responses, the candidates will 
be whittled down to a short 
list of  possibilities that will 
advance to an interview phase, 
which will be a more difficult 
process than most because 
many of  the applicants live out-
side of  South Dakota, he said. 

Schochenmaier said most of  
the candidates were either cur-

rent or past fire chiefs or part 
of  military firefighting units, 
but there were also a few fire-

fighters looking for advance-
ment. While there were a 
decent number of  out-of-state 
applications, the city was also 
“very surprised” at the num-
ber of  gifted people from the 
area who applied, he said. 

The only thing the next chief  
will definitely not be is female, 
as there were no applications 
from women sent in, he said.

In a previous interview 
Alexander said the city should 
look for a replacement who has 
experience with a volunteer 
fire department like  Pierre’s. 

BY MARY EGSTAD
MARY.EGSTAD@CAPJOURNAL.COM

A nationally recognized ath-
lete will be honored on Saturday, 
Nov. 2, at the 24th annual Casey 
Tibbs South Dakota Rodeo Center 
Tribute Dinner – but he won’t be 
sitting down to eat. 

Nine-year-old saddle bronc 
Chuckulator, owned by Jim and 
Julie Sutton of  Onida, was chosen 
as the Rodeo Animal Athlete of  
the Year.

Chuckulator has quite a few 
honors under his saddle already.

He competed in the Wrangler 
National Finals Rodeo in ’10, ’12 
and ’13 and was voted WNFR 
2012 Top Saddle Bronc of  the by 
stock contractors. He was voted 
the Professional Rodeo Cowboys 
Association 2012 Saddle Bronc of  
the Year by the top 20 bronc riders, 
the first horse in eight years that 
has won the PRCA Saddle Bronc 
of  the Year and top Saddle Bronc 
at WNFR in the same year.

Chuckulator has been voted 
three times the Saddle Bronc of  
the Year (’11, ’12 and ’13) in the 
Badlands Circuit, which includes 
North Dakota and South Dakota. 
In the 2011 Badlands Circuit 
Finals, he won the Bareback and 
Saddle Bronc awards, becoming 
the first horse to win both awards 
in the same year.

“We’ve raised rodeo stock for 

Onida 
 rodeo horse 
honored at 
Casey Tibbs 
South Dakota 
Rodeo Center

Chuckulator, a 9-year-old saddle bronc 
owned by Sutton Rodeo,competes in the 
2011 Wrangler National Finals Rodeo. He 
will be honored Saturday at the Casey 
Tibbs South Dakota Rodeo Center Tribute 
Dinner.  (Courtesy photo)
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City Administrator Leon Scho-
chenmaier said 27 candidates had 
applied for the open post in the 
past few months. After reviewing 
the applications, requests were sent 
out to 20 of those candidates to 
turn in written responses to a list of 
questions, which a committee began 
reading Wednesday. 

BY CHET BROKAW 
AND SETH BORENSTEIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITERS

LEAD, S.D. (AP) — 
Nearly a mile under-
ground in an abandoned 
gold mine, one of  the most 
important quests in phys-
ics has so far come up 
empty in the search for the 
elusive substance known 
as dark matter, scientists 
announced Wednesday.

But physicists on the 
project were upbeat, say-
ing they had developed 
a new, more sensitive 
method of  searching for 

the mysterious material 
that has mass but cannot 
be seen. They planned to 
keep looking.

“This is just the open-
ing salvo,” said Richard 
Gaitskell of  Brown 
University, a scientist 
working on the Large 
Underground Xenon 
experiment, or LUX, the 
most advanced Earth-
based search for dark mat-
ter. A detector attached to 
the International Space 
Station has so far failed 
to find any dark matter 
either.

The researchers 

released their initial find-
ings Wednesday after the 
experiment’s first few 
months at the Sanford 
Underground Research 
Facility, which was built 
in the former Homestake 
gold mine in South 
Dakota’s Black Hills.

Search for dark matter in Lead comes up empty so far

See LEAD, A8

In this Tuesday photo Richard Gaitskell, study co-investiga-
tor from Brown University, explains an experiment being 
conducted deep in an abandoned gold mine in Lead, S.D., 
gold mine to search for elusive and mysterious dark matter.  
(AP Photo/Chet Brokaw)

“It’s ghost-like 
matter,” 

Daniel McKinsey, 
physicist at Yale 

University

ARE YOU QUIZ BOWL MATERIAL?
You’ll know if you can name the chemical symbol for the element 

copper; the state that was known as Seward’s Icebox; the president 
who was inaugurated in both New York City and Philadelphia; the 
country where the battle of Marathon was fought; the Italian term for 
singing without instrumental accompaniment; the state where the 
cities of Bridgeport and New Haven are found; the term in literature 
for the device that uses repetition of consonant sounds; the science 
that studies the cultural and social aspects of humans.

Those were among the questions students from several regional 
schools � elded in the opening round of Wednesday’s Quiz Bowl 
completion, held as part of the Stanley County Small School Chal-
lenge. Students from Jones County, Kadoka, Philip, St. Francis, Stanley 

County, Sully Buttes, White River, and Winner participated. 

BY LANCE NIXON
LANCE.NIXON@CAPJOURNAL.COM

The young captain of  
the White River team is 
sprawled on the bleach-
ers in a Stanley County 
School gymnasium over 
the noon hour, still mull-
ing a question from the 
morning’s competition: 
What vice president, and 
later president, came to 
office as a result of  the 25th 
Amendment that deals with 
succession to the presiden-
cy?

“I said it was Gerald 
Ford,” Mathew Beardt tells 
his coach, but now he’s 
second-guessing himself  – 
could it have been someone 
else?

It’s the kind of  discussion 
that students and teach-
ers were having all day 
Wednesday as the gymna-
sium filled with students 
taking part in the kind of  
competition not usually 
seen in a sports arena: 
the Stanley County Small 

Mathew Beardt, in the foreground, and his White River teammates relax during lunch break at the Stanley County Small School Challenge on Wednes-
day.  (Lance Nixon/Capital Journal)

See ACADEMICS, A8

Academic Olympics gives good students a chance to compete

SEASONED SHUFFLE
YMCA hosts 

line dancing class 
for senor citizens A7

WIN OR GO HOME
Govs prepare for first-

round matchup Thursday 
against Brookings B1


