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At top: A large glass chandelier is one of the first features visitors will notice upon 
entering the current governor’s mansion. (Capital Journal file photo)
Top right: Luz Naasz stands in front of the governor’s mansion. (Lance Nixon/Capital Journal)

Luz David was 29 when she arrived at precisely this time of  year, 
Nov. 28, 1974 – an ordinary working woman from Colombia who had 
never thought twice about politics in her home country, but who soon 
found herself  working as a custodian in the South Dakota State Capitol. 
And that was a good job, no doubt about it, for a woman used to 
working for the equivalent of  $40 a month in her homeland; but a 
better one was waiting for her a few years later.

Because a woman named Mary Dean needed help up at the house, 
and someone had suggested that Luz apply. She spoke imperfect 
English and knew very little about the campaign and the election 
that had just brought a new governor and his family to town.

“So I came to interview with the first lady, first lady Mary Dean 
Janklow, at the mansion,” Luz recalls. “She was wondering how this 
woman can clean with those big fingernails, she told me later.”

Never worry about the fingernails. Luz could clean, and iron 
shirts, and run errands, whatever was needed in a big house like 
that, even offer some informal Spanish instruction to the children. 
Like her name, Luz – it means Light. So they hired her and she 
stayed – for 33 years.

A great job but for the turnover. One first family turned into 
another, turned into another, and so on, at about the time she had 
learned exactly how to do this governor’s shirts, what to bring that 
first lady from her garden.

Five first families in all, through six different administrations – 
the Janklows, then the Mickelsons, then the Millers, the Janklows 
again, the Rounds family, the Daugaards.

When she retired Gov. Dennis Daugaard proclaimed June 8, 2012, 
as Luz Naasz Day. The proclamation read, in part, “South Dakota 
was funded with hard work, perseverance, dedication to duty, and 
concern for others, and each of  these attributes can be applied to 
Luz Naasz … She provided her services at the Mansion by cooking, 
cleaning, and being a special friend for five first families for 33 years 
– including Governor Bill and Mary Dean Janklow, Shonna, Pam 
and Russell; Governor George and Linda Mickelson, Mark, Amy and 
David; Governor Walter and Pat Miller; Governor Mike and Jean 
Rounds, Chris, Brian, Carrie and John; and Governor Dennis and 
Linda Daugaard, Laura, Sara and Chris.”

Favorites
Five first families. And she learned from them some things about 

being diplomatic.
“Someone asked me one time, ‘Who was your favorite?’
“I said, ‘All favorites – all.’”
But the truth is, she did have one particular, special favorite. It’s 

the house – the first house … the one workingmen built in the Great 
Depression. That first governor’s mansion served as private living 
quarters and a public building for all South Dakota governors and 
their families from 1937 until it officially closed on Nov. 3, 2003. It 
was moved to a lot in east Pierre the following month so that con-
struction could begin in 2004 on a new governor’s residence for $2.87 
million.

Luz worked in the meantime in the Capitol and the Capitol 
Visitor’s Center and in Mike and Jean Rounds’ home.

“There were things for me to do. I continued busy for two years,” 
she said.

The new mansion that replaced the old one was dedicated on Aug. 
3, 2005, and who could argue that it’s not a beautiful place? With field 
stone gathered near Miller for the exterior, and rock blasted from 
the Crazy Horse Memorial accenting some of  the indoor fireplaces. 
It just wasn’t furnished with the same associations as the old one, if  
you happened to be the help.

 “I worked 25 years with the old one, so I had a lot of  great memo-
ries,” Luz said. “It broke my heart when the house had to go in 
pieces away.”

Some other things were hard, too; such as the time a DC-7 plane 
laden with 26,000 pounds of  marijuana landed north of  Pierre in 
January 1980, leading to the biggest drug bust in South Dakota his-
tory. The immigrant woman working at the governor’s mansion 
took it as a personal affront that the drug smugglers’ plane was car-
rying drugs from Colombia.

“That came from my home country. That was embarrassing,” Luz 
recalls.  

But good things happened, too. She met a man named Howard 
Naasz.

“He started writing. And then he came to visit and took me to the 
rodeo,” she said. “The next year we were married.”

Immigrant helped keep house for five 
SD governors, six administrations … 
and two mansions
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The first governor’s 
mansion that housed the 
state’s chief executives 
and their families from 
1937 until it was retired 
in 2003 was only one of 
several residences the 
governors of South Dakota 
had used through the 
years, said Mike Mueller of 
South Dakota’s Bureau of 
Administration.

From 1889 to 1937, 
the governor was given 
a housing allowance of 
$75 per month to help 
pay living expenses, 
Mueller said, and several 
of the homes are still 
around where some of the 
governors lived while in 
Pierre.

1. Gov. Coe Crawford 
(1907-1909) was the 
original owner of this 
Queen Anne style house 
in Pierre. Gov. Robert 
Vessey (1909-1913) also 
may have lived in the 
house during his term. The 
house, located at 129 S. 
Washington Ave., is now a 
private residence.

2. Governors Arthur 
Mellette (1889-1893) and 
Samuel Elrod (1905-1907) 
are both reported to have 
lived at this Pierre home 
during their tenures. The 
photograph was taken in 
1942. The home remains a 
private residence in Pierre.

3. Gov. Peter Norbeck 
(1917-1921) lived in this 
Colonial Revival style 
house at 106 E. Wynoka 
St. in Pierre. Gov. Carl 
Gunderson (1925-1927) 
also may have lived in the 
house for a brief period. 
Restored in 1993, it is now 
a bed and breakfast inn.

4. The first Governor’s 
Mansion was built on 
Capitol Lake as a Works 
Progress Administration  
project at Gov. Tom Berry’s 
(1933-1937) request. 
The Mansion’s original 
cost was $24,500. Gov. 
Leslie Jensen’s (1937-
1939) family were the 
first residents. It served 
as the official first family’s 
residence from 1937 to 
2003.
(Photos courtesy of South 
Dakota State Archives)
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