
It’s been so long since audienc-
es have seen a good Superman 
movie that it’s hard to remem-
ber what one looks like. 

But in “Man of  Steel” direc-
tor Zack Snyder brings a breath 
of  fresh air to the Superman 
mythos, opting to explore Clark 
Kent as a person before setting 
him loose as a fully formed 
superhero.

It’s a tall order, with so much 
baggage and expectations from 
the hero’s previous lives on the 
comic book page and movie 
screen. But taking cues from 
producer Christopher Nolan’s 
success with the Batman fran-
chise, Snyder develops a more 
contemporary, realistic 
vision of  Superman.

The movie begins with 
the birth of  a hero. Kal-
El is born on the distant 
world of  Krypton to Lara 
(Ayalet Zurer) and the 
planet’s chief  scientist 
Jor-El (Russell Crowe). 
The pair plan to send their 
son into space to escape 
the predicted destruction 
of  their planet. 

At the 
same time 
G e n e r a l 

Zod (Michael Shannon) tries 
to enact a coup. His overtures 
to Jor-El are rebuffed, putting 
their two visions of  Krypton’s 
future at odds.  Zod’s rebellion 
is eventually put down, and Kal-
El sent to Earth, but Krypton 
meets its end.

Fast-forward to an adult Kal-
El/Clark Kent (Henry Cavill) 
who is a vagabond in Canada, 
doing odd jobs and moving on 
when people discover what 
he can do. Flashbacks to his 
youth in Kansas show his adop-
tive parents Jonathan (Kevin 
Costner) and Martha (Diane 
Lane), encouraging him to hide 

his abilities while help-
ing him cope with his 

outsider status.
His sojourn to 

find himself  is 
interrupted when 
the military and, 
later, intrepid 
report Lois Lane 

(Amy Adams), stum-
ble across something 

strange buried under 
the ice in the Arctic 

Circle. What 
they find 

b o t h 

sends Clark on his new path 
and will eventually bring Zod 
to Earth.

I will admit the film tends 
to be at least slightly schizo-
phrenic. For the first half, it’s a 
human drama and origin story, 
and a good one at that, explor-
ing how a being like Superman 
would integrate into the real 
world. Then, at the tail end of  
that story it transforms into the 
definition of  a summer block-
buster and goes on for another 
hour. I didn’t mind the transi-

tion and thought it was handled 
well, but more than a few people 
have remarked about the dichot-
omy. 

Standard warning here – 
this is an action flick. The last 
half  is non-stop, race-against-
the-clock, over-the-top combat. 
Personally, I don’t mind, 
but if  that isn’t your cup 
of  tea, you have been 
warned.

The film’s timeline is 
also fairly muddled, as 
Snyder decides to allow 
flashbacks to frequently 
inform Clark’s deci-
sions. Many reviewers 
have found this tech-
nique off-setting (one 
compared it to a film 
directed by a sentient garden 
hose) but I found it to be a fine 
piece of  non-linear story telling.  

The movie does find success 
in the critical field of  casting. 
However, ironically enough 
because of  their solid perfor-
mances, leads Cavill and Adams 
probably are the least standout 
of  the group. 

The movie’s main emotion-

al capital is spent on the two 
fathers. Costner’s Jonathan is 
terrifically divided between 
wanting to protect Clark’s secret 
while actively encouraging him 
to discover his purpose. Crowe’s 
turn as Jor-El is no Marlon 
Brando-esque extended cameo. 

He’s a fairly active, 
regular participant 
throughout the film, 
and bears the sacrific-
ing, stoic role well.

Shannon is delight-
fully maniacal as Zod, 
bringing us the type 
of  strong, intense vil-
lain that any superhero 
movie deserves.

Ultimately “Man of  
Steel” is not a game-

changing rebooted vision 
like Nolan’s Dark Knight tril-
ogy. But it is good and might 
be just what’s needed to give 
Superman new life with mod-
ern audiences.

David Rookhuyzen is a Capital 
Journal reporter and movie afi-
cionado. He can be reached at 
david.rookhuyzen@capjournal.
com.

“Man of Steel”

Review: 4 out of 5 walleye, great to 
highly recommended
Director: Zach Snyder
Starring: Henry Cavill, Amy Adams, 
Michael Shannon, Russell Crowe
Rating: PG-13 for intense sequences 
of sci-�  violence, action and destruc-
tion, and for some language
Length:  2 hours and 23 minutes
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CARS:
• 1993 Ford F150 XL 

163K miles, Blue, 18 hwy $2,200
• 1998 Buick Regal LS 

111K miles, Gold, 19 city/30 hwy $3,800
• 1999 Ford Taurus SE 

100K miles, Blue, 17 city/26 hwy $2,900
• 2004 Chevrolet Malibu Maxx LS

111K miles, Black, 22 city/30 hwy $4,800
• 2005 Ford Focus  

135K miles, Maroon, 22 city/29 hwy $4,500

CAMPER 
• 2000 Golf Stream 
Insbrook 30’ Travel 
Trailer w/ slide

BOAT
• 1979 27’ 
SeaRay Cabin 
Cruiser boat 
w/ trailer

TALES River
• JUNE 20TH • 

Barbeques create stories!
Jeff Putzier tells his tales of 

barbequing competitively.
FREE ADMISSION!

6:30PM MUSIC • 7:00PM TALE OF THE WEEK
FT PIERRE MOOSE LODGE 
910 N. Deadwood St.

A light meal & beverage available each tale night.
Schedule available at www.pierre.org and SGAC Facebook.

Sponsored in part by: Joni Hanson, Century 21 Realtor (222-2357)
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Need a CoNtraCtor?
Roofing • Repairs • Construction • Remodel • Fencing-and so much more

Let us heLp inside oR out!  • GReat Rates, pRompt, ReLiabLe

pierre & Surrounding area • 605.222.2587 • 605.264.5518
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For more information contact Tim at: 605-331-2261

Deliver The Argus 
Leader In Your Area

Earn up to
$600/month

$150 
Sign On 
Bonus

XNLV94556

Information...Anytime, Anywhere.

LOOkIng fOr CArrIEr’S

Dear Annie: I have been mar-
ried to the love of  my life for sev-
eral years. Our children are all 
grown and out of  the nest. I recent-
ly learned that over the past few 
months my husband has had numer-
ous telephone conversations with 
a female acquaintance. I know this 
woman, too, although not very well. 

I travel for work several times 
a month, and that’s when most of  
these conversations took place. My 
husband says they are “just friends,” 
that she’s young and looks to him for 
advice. Annie, she’s younger than 
I am, but not so young that she 
still needs advice from someone old 
enough to be her father.

Do you think this could be a case 
of  “where there’s smoke there’s 
fire”? What should I do? 

— Country Gal 
Dear Gal: There may not be fire, 

but only because you stomped it out. 
Your husband is not being forth-
coming when he says they are “just 

friends.” The fact that most of  these 
calls took place when you were out 
of  town indicates he was hiding 
them, which means he is not so 
innocent in his intentions. Nothing 
may have happened, but he didn’t 
discourage her attentions or make 
their contact transparent to you. 
Tell him the “friendship” is over, or 
it’s time to see a marriage counselor. 
Or an attorney.

Dear Annie: In raising our chil-
dren, we always stressed proper eti-
quette and thought they knew how 
to behave. However, we recently had 
lunch with one of  our adult sons in 
a restaurant. He continued to talk 
with food in his mouth, placing his 
other hand about two inches away 
from his face. 

After witnessing this a couple of  
times, I asked him to please not 
do that as it is not only rude, but, 
between the food and his hand, we 
couldn’t understand a word he was 
saying. He replied that it is rude if  

one doesn’t place their hand in front 
of  their mouth while chewing. What 
happened to the rule “never talk 
with your mouth full”? 

— Dismayed Parents
Dear Parents: We are going to 

assume your son witnessed someone 
doing this and decided it was appro-
priate. It is not. One should chew 
with one’s mouth closed. One should 
swallow food before opening one’s 
mouth to speak. If  you can do both 
of  those things, there is no reason to 
put your hand over your mouth and 
prevent people from seeing your lips 
and hearing your voice clearly. You 
have our permission to send this to 
your misinformed child.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by 
Kathy Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, 
longtime editors of  the Ann Landers 
column. Please email your ques-
tions to anniesmailbox@comcast.
net, or write to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o 
Creators Syndicate, 737 3rd Street, 
Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. 

Husband calls ‘friend’ while wife’s away
Annie’s mailbox

SHINE BRIGHT
Nine Pierre girls portray the Solar System’s eight planets and Pluto during a performance of Space School Musical at the T.F. Riggs Theatre 
Saturday morning. (David Rookhuyzen/Capital Journal)
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‘Man of Steel’ leaps other Superman movies in a single bound
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These � lm publicity images released by Warner Bros. Pictures show Russell Crowe as Jor-El, left, Michael Shannon as General 
Zod, right, and Henry Cavill as Superman, lower left, in “Man of Steel.” (AP Photo/Warner Bros. Pictures) 

Johnson pulls off the switch at Bonnaroo
MANCHESTER, Tenn. (AP) — Jack Johnson and his 

band overcame tough odds and thorny logistics to head-
line the Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival on Saturday 
night, replacing late cancellation Mumford & Sons. 

The group overcame short notice and thorny logistics 
to produce a set filled with good humor and a ton of  hits.

Music


