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Who is the lone Lady Gov to win 
the individual state golf title 
outside of Hallie Getz? See the 
answer in tomorrow’s Capital 
Journal.
YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Dominique Wilkins and Kobe 
Bryant are the only shooting 
guards who scored 50 or more 
points against Michael Jordan.

Today’s trivia

Coming up 
this week
PIERRE TRACK AND FIELD
at state track and � eld meet (day one)
10:30 a.m. Friday in Brandon
at state track and � eld meet (day two)
9:30 a.m. Saturday in Sioux Falls

SULLY BUTTES TRACK AND 
FIELD
at state track and � eld meet (day one)
9:30 a.m. Friday in Sioux Falls
at state track and � eld meet (day two)
9:30 a.m. Saturday in Sioux Falls

STANLEY COUNTY TRACK AND 
FIELD
at state track and � eld meet (day one)
9:30 a.m. Friday in Lennox
at state track and � eld meet (day two)
9:30 a.m. Saturday in Sioux Falls

Local scores
HIGH SCHOOL GOLF
State AA Golf Tournament team stand-
ings-- 1. Pierre 691, 2. SF O’Gorman 
694, 3. Yankton 726, 4. SF Lincoln 748, 
5. Rapid City Stevens 749.
State AA Golf Tournament individual 
leaders-- 1. Hallie Getz (P) 153, 2. Ab-
bie Grevlos (SFL) 161, 3. Megan Mingo 
(Y) 161, T4. Hailee Pieper (W) 164, T4 
Kelsey Johnson (SFO) 164. 

Sports
Wednesday, May 22, 2013

SportsSports

BY WADE LAROCHE
WADE.LAROCHE@CAPJOURNAL.COM

If  there was even a debate before, Hallie Getz 
put it to rest Tuesday in Yankton by cementing 
herself  as the Lady Govs’ greatest golfer with her 
second consecutive state title.

Getz became the first Lady Gov to ever win two 
state titles on the links when she shot a 77 dur-
ing Tuesday’s round, giving her a two-day total 
of  153. Abbie Grevlos and Megan Mingo tied for 
second with a score of  161; Grevlos later claimed 
second  in a playoff.

With her second individual state title, 
Getz leaves an unmatched legacy with 
the Lady Govs when it comes to golf.

“It means a lot to me to win back-
to-back titles,” Getz said. “This really 
shows me that I can do very well in the 
sport, and that helps me mentally. This 
makes me feel very good about my game 
moving forward.”

Her championship performance of  
2013 is sweeter because she helped the 
Lady Govs win the team title, but it was 
certainly less dramatic in terms of  the 
individual standings. Getz won her title 
by eight strokes as opposed to last sea-
son’s one-stroke victory.

“Last year was a little more exciting 
because I didn’t win by eight strokes,” 
Getz said. “This still means just as much 
to me as last year’s though.”

Getz’s journey to become the Lady 
Govs’ best golfer of  all time came by no accident. 
Her coach, John Knox, saw greatness in her from 
the beginning, and her tireless work ethic fine-
tuned those skills.

“I’m tickled to death for Hallie. I’ve known 
her since she was in seventh grade, and I could 
tell that she was going to be a good one simply 
because of  her work ethic,” Knox said. “Her dad 
also pushes her, and most of  the credit goes to 
him.”

Getz will continue to strive for greatness next 
year when she moves on from high school to 
Division 1 athletics. The two-time champ and 

woman who holds the Lady Govs’ two lowest 
scores in an individual round will let her suc-
cess as a Lady Gov drive her to excel with the 
Jackrabbits.

“This shows me that hard work pays off,” Getz 
said. “When you practice the little things it all 
adds up. I’m ready to start preparing for the next 

level.”
Before she moves on to South Dakota 

State University, Getz should definitely 
enjoy her swan song as a Lady Gov. She 
was one of  the central figures in the 
Lady Govs’ resurgence, and winning the 
team and individual titles was a perfect 
close to her storied career.

“I knew all year that we could get the 
team title and that I had a chance to 
win the individual title,” Getz said. “I’m 
just very proud of  the girls for sticking 
with it and staying patient given the 
conditions. I’m very happy with how my 
career in Pierre ended.”

The victories and low scores will obvi-
ously highlight her career in Pierre, but 
Getz’s impact could continue for years to 
come. She proved to be a perfect leader 
for the younger Lady Govs on and off  
the course.

“She’s such a good role model to the 
kids,” Knox said. “After meets and practice, she’s 
out there hitting balls while everybody else is 
going home.”

Even though she will be competing at the next 
level, Getz is looking forward to watching the 
Lady Govs defend their title in 2014.

“I know that they will have a good shot at win-
ning state next year,” Getz said. “It’s in Pierre, so 
I’ll be there to cheer them on. Hopefully, they pull 
it off  again.”

Getz will stay connected with her teammates in 
the future, but it’s clear that they have some big 
shoes to fill as the two-time champ departs.
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Almost a year ago, a rela-
tively unknown T.F. Riggs 
Governor named Riley Sears 
placed eighth in the high 
jump with a leap of  5-11. 
That result seems like a dis-
tant memory now.

Sears has made himself  a 
household name in the high 
jump in 2013. The junior 
has had an incredible sea-
son for the Governors, win-
ning a bevy of  high jump 
events that includes an ESD 
championship. Sears’s leap 
up the high jump standings 
has come through a lot of  
hard work. That hard work 
has allowed Sears to clear 
his goals, and then some.

“I did a lot of  lifting last 
summer, and that really 
helped me. I was hoping to 
do better than last year and 
that was my goal. I was hop-
ing to get to 6-4 this year, and 
maybe get to 6-7 next year,” 
Sears said.

Sears reached that 6-7 
height a year earlier than he 
anticipated when he cleared 
the bar in Aberdeen this year 
en route to another victory. 
The jump was concrete evi-
dence that Sears had notjust 
improved; he had become 
one of  the state’s best.

As he approached his per-
sonal best, Sears didn’t quite 
have a grasp for what he was 
about to accomplish.

“When I was going at 6-7, 
my mind was really just 
blank. Coach (Dan) Snyder 
said some things to me, and 
I just went out and tried to 
clear the bar,” Sears said. “It 

really hit me after I cleared 
the bar that I’ve made it past 
where I was last year; it was 
a great feeling.”

Perhaps even more impres-
sive than his successful 6-7 
jump was his attempt at 6-9. 
Sears cleared the bar but 
clipped it with his heels. 
Nonetheless, Sears now 
knows that he can clear 6-9, 
and his 6-7 jump is the Class 
AA’s second-best this year 
and Pierre’s third-best of  all 
time.

“It motivates me that I 
almost hit 6-9. I know that 

it’s a standard that I can 
meet. I will be disappointed 
if  I can’t get there at the state 
meet,” Sears said.

Sears’s terrific season 
hasn’t been full of  6-7 jumps, 
and he’ll be the first to admit 
that he needs to be more con-
sistent. Sears didn’t place at 
the Howard Wood Relays this 
year in what was a rare out-
ing for him. Sears is using 
his disappointment from 
Howard Wood as fuel to his 
fire while he prepares for his 
final meet of  the year.

“Howard Wood was disap-

pointing, and it’s something 
that has stuck with me,” 
Sears said. “I’m motivated to 
not let that happen again.”

Sears bounced back in a 
big way from Howard Wood. 
He did so by winning his first 
conference title with a 6-5 
jump in Aberdeen. Winning 
the ESD was the latest 
accomplishment for Sears as 
he continues to mow through 
his tasks for the season.

“Winning the ESD title was 
great. It was a goal that I had 

AS GOOD AS IT GETZ

Track and � eld

Golf
Hallie Getz wins back-to-back 
state championships

Above: Pierre’s Hallie Getz made history Tuesday when she be-
came the � rst Lady Gov to win two state championships. Getz won 
this year’s individual title by eight strokes. (James D. Cimburek/ Yankton 
Press and Dakotan)

Pierre’s Hallie Getz putts on the No. 16 green during the 
� nal round of the State Class AA Girls’ Golf Tournament, 
on Tuesday at Yankton’s Hillcrest Golf and Country Club. 
Getz defended her individual title and helped the Lady 
Govs win their � rst-ever Class AA Girls’ team title. (James 
D. Cimburek/ Yankton Press and Dakotan)

“I knew all 
year that we 
could get the 
team title 
and that I 
had a chance 
to win the 
individual 
title,”

Hallie Getz, 
Pierre senior

Reaching new heights
Sears takes his game 
to the next level 
in 2013

Riley Sears, shown jumping at the ESD meet on May 11, has come into his own this season. Sears won the ESD title and holds 
Class AA's second best height in the high jump with a 6-7 jump. (Wade LaRoche/Capital Journal)

See SEARS, B2


