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Which college has produced the most NFL draft picks 
in league history? See the answer in Monday’s Capital 
Journal.
YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

Marc and Pau Gasol are from Spain.

Today’s trivia

Coming up this week
PIERRE TRACK AND FIELD
at Black Hills Classic in Sturgis
9 a.m.  Saturday 
at Aberdeen Al Sahli Invite
11 a.m.  Saturday
hosting Pierre Middle-School Invite
3:45 p.m. Tuesday

STANLEY COUNTY TRACK AND FIELD
at Jimmy Rearick Wolsey-Wessington Meet
12:30 p.m. Thursday

PIERRE GOLF
at Mitchell Invite
10:30 a.m. Friday
at Parkston Invite in Mitchell
10 a.m. Tuesday

SULLY BUTTES TRACK AND FIELD
at Ipswich Tiger Relays
10 a.m. Saturday

PIERRE TENNIS
at Rapid City Invite
Friday-Saturday
hosting triangular with Aberdeen Central/Rapid City Central
10 a.m. Tuesday

PIERRE BASEBALL
at Rapid City Central (doubleheader)
5 p.m. MDT Tuesday

Women’s basketballNCAA

Track and � eld

In this March 2 � le photo, Creighton's Doug McDermott (3) goes 
for a basket with teammate Gregory Echenique, right, in the 
second half of an NCAA college basketball game against Wichita 
State in Omaha, Neb. McDermott was selected to the AP All-
America team Monday, April 1. (AP Photo/Nati Harnik, FIle)

BY WADE LAROCHE
WADE.LAROCHE@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Sam Ostarello’s basketball skills 
have definitely taken her places 
and the next stop is the home of  
the Great Wall.

The hardwood standout, who 
once called Parkview Gymnasium 
her home court, will compete in 
China in the coming months as 
part of  the NetScouts Basketball 
program. NetScouts has put 
together a group of  Americans to 
compete in China against teams 
from Australia, Brazil and China. 
The round-robin tournament 
begins Wednesday and extends 
until May 15.

Ostarello is very excited for 
her opportunity to continue her 
basketball career after a tremen-
dous run at Purdue. Ostarello isn’t 
certain where her playing career 
will continue at a professional 
level, but she isn’t thinking of  the 
upcoming tournament as a try out 
by any means.

“I don’t necessarily see this as 
an audition. This is purely recre-
ational for me. I’m excited to be 
able to continue to play. My agent 
says there are some good teams 
who are viable options,” Ostarello 
said. “I’m very excited to play for 
them in China. I also excited to 
represent the U.S. and Purdue 
over there as well.”

For the decision makers at 
NetScouts, the 6-foot-2 forward 
was an obvious selection for their 
squad. Ostarello is coming off  of  
the heels of  a tremendous senior 
season which saw her win all-Big 

Ten team honors, as well as a Big 
Ten Player of  the Week award. 

“We are thrilled to have Sam 
as part of  our roster,” NetScouts 
USA All Stars coach Chris Denker 
said. “One of  the key ingredients 
to a successful trip both on and off  
the court is to have quality people; 
she is a good teammate 
and unselfish person 
and player. She does 
all of  the little things 
on the floor. She can 
really rebound, run 
the floor, is a very good 
post passer, keeps pos-
sessions alive, helps 
defensively very well 
and she blocks shots. 
Her game will trans-
late well to the inter-
national game in that 
she is versatile, athlet-
ic, can face the basket, 
drive it and play in the 
open court. I’m look-
ing forward to working 
with her.”

Ostarello earned the reputation 
of  being one of  the nation’s most 
tenacious glass cleaners through-
out her time at Purdue, but there 
is much more to her game than 
that. Ostarello has underrated 
scoring ability, which features 
her effective hook shot that drew 
comparisons to basketball legend 
Magic Johnson’s during an ESPN 
telecast. Her excellent passing 
ability has also been overlooked 
at times. 

In playing in more of  a free 
atmosphere through the all-star 
games, Ostarello may have the 

chance to showcase her complete 
offensive arsenal.

“I think it will be very interest-
ing playing there, especially on a 
team where we won’t have a lot 
of  practice time to get to know 
each other,” Ostarello said. “It 
won’t be pick-up ball but it won’t 

be as structured as it 
was here at Purdue. I’m 
looking forward to hav-
ing that kind of  free-
dom in the game.”

Ostarello will be 
starting anew as far as 
team chemistry goes 
but she has gotten 
to know a few of  her 
temporary teammates 
through competition in 
the Big Ten. She looks 
forward to getting the 
chance to wear the 
same jersey as some of  
the players on the team 
for a change.

“I’m excited to play 
with some of  my team-

mates,” Ostarello said. “I’m very 
good friends with Morgan Johnson 
from Iowa. I don’t know much 
about Kate Thompson (Michigan) 
but she’s very cordial on the court 
and I’m sure she’s a great per-
son as well. Meghan Fulps (Santa 
Clara) is also on the team. She 
was a former AAU teammate of  
mine, so I’m looking forward to 
reconnecting with her. I’m looking 
forward to meeting new people as 
well.”

The players on the court won’t 
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Ostarello prepares for her next chapter

Former Lady Bu�  Sam Ostarello will 
take her talents to China soon when 
she represents American for the 
NetSports all-star team. Ostarello 
� nished her senior season with 
Purdue last month and is looking 
forward to a professional career. (Photo 
courtesy of Purdue Athletics Communications)

OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Governors’ star Zach 
Hanson will definitely have a first-hand look at 
what it takes at the next level after Creighton’s Doug 
McDermott opted to return for his senior season.

McDermott, who is a  two-time first-team All-
American, said Thursday that he’ll return to 
Creighton for his senior year instead of  declaring 
for June’s NBA draft.

McDermott made the announcement at a 
news conference in Creighton’s practice gym. 
He was joined by his father, Bluejays coach Greg 
McDermott, and mom, Theresa, in addition to team-
mates, administrators and boosters.

McDermott said he went back and forth with his 
decision before it hit him Wednesday afternoon. He 
was meeting with his dad to talk about his pro pros-
pects when he abruptly stopped the conversation.

“Finally, I just said, ‘You know what, I’m coming 
back,’” McDermott said. “I’ve had enough of this. 
I’m ready to make this decision. This is where my 
heart is. The NBA can wait. I feel like I can play 
there someday, but this is an opportunity I can’t 
pass up.”

Greg McDermott said he and his wife were proud 
of how their son arrived at his decision.

“At the end, he felt it best to stay,” Greg McDermott 
said. “He needed to follow his heart and do what he 
needed to do, and once he makes his decision to not 
look back and just move forward.”

Selfishly for the coach and the Bluejays, it sure 
helps to have McDermott back.

“Obviously, it’s 23 points and eight rebounds a 
game,” the coach said.

NBA draft analysts had pegged McDermott as a 
late first-round or early second-round pick. Sunday 
is the deadline for underclassmen to enter the draft.

The 6-foot-8, 225-pound McDermott said he can 
use another year of  college to prepare physically 
and mentally for pro ball.

He was the second-leading scorer in Division I last 
season, averaging 23.2 points. He led the Bluejays to 
a sweep of  the Missouri Valley regular-season and 
tournament titles in their last year in the confer-
ence. They’ll move to the Big East next season.

Why did he pass up possible first-round money?
“Just being a college kid another year and playing 

with my best friends and joining the Big East,” he 

Creighton’s 
McDermott says 
he’s staying in 
school

“I’ve always 
played with 
a chip on my 
shoulder, I 
don’t know 
if (not being 
drafted) 
made that 
chip bigger,”

Sam Ostarello, 
Stanley County 

alumna

See OSTARELLO, B2

See CREIGHTON, B2

Left: Pierre 
student Kayli 
Severyn leaps 
through the 
air in the long 
jump. • Levi Le-
tellier runs dur-
ing Thursday’s 
Lil Gov track 
and � eld meet 
in Pierre. 
(Wade LaRoche/
Capital Journal)


