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Who they are up against

The game
Watertown vs. Pierre

Friday, Nov. 15
7:30 p.m.

at the Dakota Dome 
in Vermillion

Watch the game on South 
Dakota Public Broadcasting.
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After the months of  training, practice and film 
study, the Pierre Governors are just four quarters 
away from securing immortality.

The Governors 9-1 campaign this season has been 
a memorable one that’s featured records falling, big 
plays and emerging stars. The success up to this point 
can’t be taken away, but Pierre can achieve what it was 
gunning for during those mornings in the weight room 
with a win Friday against the Watertown Arrows.

The Governors are just the second team in Pierre’s 
history and the first since 1988 to reach the Dakota 
Dome in Vermillion, but they aren’t satisfied yet. 
Pierre believes its best game is yet to come, and there 
is no better time than Friday to prove that.

“The entire team, whether it’s the coaches or the 
players, has the mindset that we haven’t played our 
best yet,” Governors head coach Jayson Poppinga said. 
“That’s the good thing about this group. We haven’t 
forced our mentality onto the kids; it’s always been one 
concerted goal. A lot of  groups might be happy with 
scoring 50 points against Brookings or shutting down 
Brandon Valley, but these kids know that they haven’t 
played the perfect game. They are always looking to get 
better and that’s the mark of  a championship team.”

The season will come full circle for the Governors as 
they will close the season against the team it opened 
the year with. The Governors beat the Arrows 35-24 in 
the Aug.31 matchup, but both teams have drastically 
changed since that meeting.

“Any time you get a team all the way to the champi-
onship game, you learn things about your team along 
the way,” Jayson Poppinga said. “They’ve learned 
things about their team, and we have as well. We had 
a larger learning curve with the new coaching staff, 
and because of  that, they are more similar to what 
they were. They have improved though, and they’ve 
played some very nice football during the last five 
games.”

Govs set for 
date with 
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It all comes down to Friday for the Watertown 
Arrows, and they’re hoping to extend their winning 
streak by one more game.

The Arrows, who went 5-3 in the regular season, 
have picked the perfect time to hit their peak as 
they enter Friday’s Class 11AA championship game 
against the Pierre Governors with a five-game win-
ning streak. The Arrows are definitely on a roll, and 
they can thank a turning point that began the winning 
streak for that.

A week after losing to Yankton, the Arrows took on 
Sioux Falls O’Gorman and fell behind 20-0 in the first 
half. The Arrows grew up before the fans’ very eyes in 
that game when they stormed back to win the game 
and spark a season-changing winning streak.

“We’re playing pretty well right now,” Watertown 
head coach Steve Svendsen said. “Ever since the Sioux 
Falls O’Gorman game, the light switch turned on for 
us. We learned in that game that we have to play a full 
four quarters if we’re going to play with the big boys. 
The guys have been able to overcome obstacles since 
then, and those kids have grown up and taken charge 
of the football team. That’s a credit to our senior lead-
ership.”

One of the major changes that came during the 
winning streak was improved play from quarterback 
Logan Gabriel. Gabriel finished the season with 1,140 
yards and 12 touchdown passes, and he’s playing his 
best football right now.

“We are a different football team,” Svendsen said. 
“We are a lot tougher mentally, and we’ve tweaked 
our scheme a little bit. Our quarterback is a lot better 
than he was in week one. He is throwing the ball very 
well, which has prevented teams from packing the box 
as much. Being able to throw the ball has dramatically 
changed how teams defend us now.”

Gabriel has kept defenses honest with his recent 
surge, but the Arrows’ offense begins and ends with 
one of the state’s elite halfbacks. Senior Shay Bratland 
has set himself apart in 2013 with 1,474 yards and 17 
touchdowns, and his ability to move the chains and 
sustain drives will be essential with Pierre’s high-
powered offense waiting in the wings.

“It will be important to get the running game going 
early because it opens everything up. Shay gives us a 
physical mentality, and he wants to carry it every play 
if he can. He wants to be a playmaker, and he’s proven 
that he can do it. He’s a great kid on and off the field, 
and his leadership presence has really helped out foot-
ball team,” Svendsen said.

When Bratland isn’t shouldering the load 
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PIERRE GOVERNORS’ 
2013 RESULTS

at Watertown, W 35-24
at Rapid City Central, W 28-14

vs. Mitchell, W 48-7
at SF O’Gorman, W 16-14

vs. Huron, W 44-12
at Yankton, L 29-26

vs. Brandon Valley, W 16-0
vs. Aberdeen Central, W 42-21

vs. Brookings, W 59-19
vs. Harrisburg, W 45-13

 WATERTOWN 
ARROWS’ 

2013 RESULTS
vs. Pierre, L 35-24

vs. Aberdeen Central, W 32-13
at Sioux Falls Lincoln, L 56-24

at Harrisburg, W 17-14
vs. Yankton, L 17-7

at Sioux Falls O’Gorman, 29-20
vs. Mitchell, W 34-14

at Brookings, W 29-14
vs. Douglas, W 54-7

vs. Yankton, W 32-14

See GOVS, B4
See ARROWS, B4

Pierre’s Alex Gray
Watertown’s Shay Brantland

Arrows look to spoil Pierre’s title run


