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The Brookings Bobcats 
had the trick, but the Pierre 
Governors gave their fans the 
treat of  a victory and a semi-
finals berth this Halloween in 
Pierre.

The Governors utilized an 
explosive offense en route to a 
59-19 win against the Bobcats  
Thursday at Hollister Field 
in Pierre. The win advanced 
the Governors to the second 
round of  the Class 11AA play-
offs, where they will host 
Harrisburg.

Just two weeks after the 
Governors leaned on their 
defense to defeat Brandon 
Valley, it was their offense that 
did the damage. Pierre pro-
duced 542 total yards of  offense 

in the win, along with a sea-
son-high 59 points. As always, 
it all began up front for the 
Governors.

“We were really happy offen-
sively,” Governors head coach 
Jayson Poppinga 
said. “We really 
did whatever we 
needed to do. I’m 
really proud of  
our offense, and 
it all started with 
our offensive line. 
Daly Beck, Ben 
Leidholt, Graham Potexter, 
Kyle Veitz, Brandon Swenson, 
Trace Scott and Max Reinke 
just had a great night. We got 
a lot of  players involved, and 
the best part is that none of  
those guys care who gets the 
job done. It’s pretty impres-
sive.”

There were many benefi-
ciaries of  the offensive line’s 
effective night, and quarter-
back Alex Gray was one of  
them. Gray had another big 
night with 216 yards passing 

and 44 yards on 
the ground.

“The line did 
a great job, and I 
just had to get it to 
my playmakers,” 
Gray said. 

Gray and the 
Governors wast-

ed no time kick-starting their 
big offensive showing. On the 
game’s first possession, Pierre 
marched into the red zone after 
a 20-yard pass Gray to Garrett 
Pochop. Ethan Case took over 
from there with an 18-yard run 
to push the Governors to the 
2-yard line, and he punched it 

in on the next play.
The Bobcats were able to 

stop Pierre’s next possession, 
but they provided the high-
flying Governors with a short 
field on the ensuing drive. Shay 
Reinke gave the Governors ter-
rific field position when his 
blocked punt left Pierre just 36 
yards from the end zone.

“It’s my job to go in there 
and make plays at the punts,” 
Reinke said. “I was able to find 
a lane, and he kicked it right 
off  of  me.”

Pierre took advantage when 
Gray improvised with a 15-yard 
scramble to convert a third 
down and put the Governors 
back in the red zone. The 
senior did it again on another 
third-down as his run from 11 
yards out gave the Governors a 
14-0 lead after a quarter.

“You can always draw the 
perfect play up on the chalk 
board, but things happen 
when you get into the game,” 
Poppinga said. “Alex is our 
field leader out there, and his 
toughness showed throughout 
the game. He did a good job 
making some plays when the 
pass protection broke down.”

The Bobcats’ struggles offen-
sively continued into the start 
of  the second quarter as their 
third consecutive three-and-
out resulted in Pierre’s third 
trip to the end zone.

This time, the Governors uti-
lized their rushing attack as 
a counter to Case resulted in 
another big gain, setting up a 
19-yard touchdown from Gray 
to Pochop.
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Coming up this week
PIERRE FOOTBALL
vs. Harrisburg
Nov. 8

PIERRE VOLLEYBALL
at Aberdeen Central (District 3AA 
Tournament)
7 p.m. Tuesday

STANLEY COUNTY VOLLEYBALL
vs. Kadoka Area (District 13B Tournament)
4 p.m. MDT Tuesday

Who holds the NBA record for most 
rebounds in a single game? See the 
answer in Monday’s Capital Journal.
YESTERDAY’S ANSWER

The Houston Rockets last reached the 
NBA Finals in 1995 when they defeated 
the Orlando Magic.

Today’s trivia

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL
First Round
Class 11AA
Brandon Valley 42, Aberdeen Central 14
Sioux Falls Lincoln 42, Rapid City Stevens 7
Sioux Falls O’Gorman 27, Rapid City Central 14
Sioux Falls Roosevelt 28, Sioux Falls Washington 
20
Class 11AAA
Pierre 59, Brookings 19
Harrisburg 27, Huron 20, OT
Watertown 54, Douglas 7
Yankton 48, Mitchell 12

Local scores

Football

FIRST ROUND

See GOVS, B2

Governors reach out for semifi nals berth

W 59 - 19
What’s next: 

Harrisburg, Nov. 8, in Pierre

Time: 7 p.m. CDT

#1 Pierre T.F. Riggs

#8 Brookings

#4 Harrisburg
#5 Huron

Time: 7 p.m. CDT

Time: 6:30 p.m. CDT

#2 Watertown

#7 Douglas

#3 Yankton
#6 Mitchell

Time: 7 p.m. CDT

Time: 7:30 p.m. CT 
at the Dakota Dome

Quarter� nal Teams
Pierre T.F. Riggs 53.750
Watertown 49.125
Yankton 45.500
Harrisburg 43.375
Huron 42.625*
Mitchell 42.625*
Douglas 42.250**
Brookings 42.250**
* Tie broken by result of head-
to-head competition
** Tie broken by win-loss record

Championship Round
Friday, Nov. 15

Quarter� nal Round
Thursday, Oct. 31

Semi� nal Round
Friday, Nov. 8

59
19

27
20

54
7

48
12

#3 Yankton
#2 Watertown

#4 Harrisburg
#1 Pierre T.F. Riggs

Governors quarterback Alex Gray dives past the goal line during Thursday’s 59-19 win against Brookings in the � rst round of the Class 11AA playo� s. The Governors will host Harrisburg in the second round. (Wade 
LaRoche/Capital Journal)


