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Members of  the Senate 
Taxation Committee of  
the state Legislature are 
right – the information 
we give up to state agen-
cies that need it should 
be held close to the vest 
and used for the purpose 
it’s intended. It’s not 
like a trading card to be 
shipped around the halls 
of  government.

The state Revenue 
Department heard 
as much earlier this 
week at the Legislature 
when members of  that 
Senate committee voted 
5-2 against a plan that 
would have allowed the 
department to provide 
some limited informa-
tion about taxpayers, 
licensees and applicants 
to other state govern-
ment agencies when 

requested in writing.
Sen. David Omdahl, 

R-Sioux Falls, spoke for 
many when he voiced 
his concern with the 
government’s keeping 
lists, and wondering how 
the use of  such informa-
tion might evolve.

We agree. Let’s leave 
the dystopian societies 
on the bookshelf  and 
trust we’ve seen the last 
of  this measure, SB 50, 
in South Dakota.

If  state government 
needs information about 
South Dakota citizens, 
citizens are the best 
source. If  you want to 
know something about 
us, tell us why you want 
to know, and what you’ll 
use the information for. 
Then ask us directly – 
don’t ask Big Brother.

Communities 
stood by family 
in time of grief

Editor,
I would like to introduce 

myself  before I get to the 
real reason for my letter. My 
name is Sam Law and I live in 
Plant City, Florida, with my 
wife Kathy (Klemann) Law, 
the mother of  the recently 
departed, Shawn Klemann.

I have lived a majority of  
my life in large cities. On 
the weekends I can remem-
ber working in the yard and 
seeing a neighbor two doors 
down. It embarrasses me even 
today because I did not have a 
clue who this neighbor was.

Circumstance made it 
impossible for me to accom-
pany my wife and provide 
her the support she needed 
to bury her first born son. 
Never did I imagine two com-
munities, Pierre and Fort 
Pierre,  coming together like 

this in a time of  need. That 
coming together over the last 
seven days will be forever 
burned into my memory.

There are no words strong 
enough to express my grati-
tude to the communities 
of  Pierre and Fort Pierre. 
My wife, the Hallock and 
Klemann families were sur-
rounded by good and caring 
people and for that I thank 
you.

Sam Law, 
Plant City, Fla.
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Letter to the editor

WASHINGTON — When I 
covered Congress in the mid-
1990s, one of  my favorite char-
acters was Steve Stockman, 
a former street vagrant 
who somehow got 
swept to power in 
the Republican 
Revolution of  ’94. 

Voters in his Texas 
district, realizing their mis-
take, swept him out two 
years later — but not before 
he distinguished himself  by 
demanding a federal inves-
tigation of  the 1948 Kinsey 
Report on male sexuality and 
by claiming that the deadly 
1993 assault on the Branch 
Davidians was a Clinton 
administration conspiracy to 
tighten gun control. 

So it was with a mix of  nos-
talgia and delight that I came 
across a headline on the news 
website Talking Points Memo 

this week proclaiming, “GOP 
Rep. Threatens Impeachment 
If  Obama Uses Executive 
Order on Guns.” It turns out 
that congressman is ... Steve 

Stockman. Sixteen 
years and one failed 
run for railroad com-
missioner later, he’s 
back in the halls of  

Congress. 
 But there is a key difference 

in Stockman’s second act, and 
it says less about him than 
about our politics. Back then, 
he proved too much even for 
the ‘94 revolutionaries; his 
classmates came to shun him 
and voters in his competitive 
district sent him packing. But 
this time, Texas has redrawn 
its political boundaries, and 
Stockman’s new seat is safe. 
What’s more, his views, out-
landish in the House of  1995, 
are more at home in the 

House of  2013. On Tuesday 
night, Stockman was one of  
179 House Republicans to 
vote against aid to Hurricane 
Sandy’s victims. 

All these years later, 
Stockman can still bring the 
crazy. The problem is he’s 
now just one of  many pur-
veyors. 

In his first few days back, 
Stockman has picked up 
where he left off. In addition 
to his threat to seek impeach-
ment of  President Obama if  
he issues executive orders on 
guns, he voted “present” rath-
er than cast his ballot to elect 
John Boehner speaker, com-
plaining that the Republican 
leader cooperated with “a 
liberal White House that has 
outmaneuvered him at every 
turn.” He also introduced leg-
islation that would end gun-
free zones around schools. 

In South Dakota, we have 
an opportunity to make our 
state safer and save tens of  
millions of  taxpayer dollars. 
It is an opportunity we must 
seize.

South Dakota’s prison 
population has grown by six 
times in the last 35 years. 
Spending on cor-
rections has tripled 
in the last 20 years 
alone. Our state 
locks up more people 
per capita than any 
of  our bordering 
states. We lock up 75 
percent more men 
than North Dakota 
and four times as 
many women as 
Minnesota. We are a 
clear outlier.

Unfortunately, these high 
levels of  imprisonment have 
not made our state safer. In 
the past decade, 17 states have 
lowered their imprisonment 
rates while also lowering 
their crime rates at twice the 
rate that South Dakota’s went 
down.

If  we do nothing, our prison 
population will grow by 900 
inmates – that’s 25 percent – 
in the next 10 years, costing 
taxpayers $224 million.  We 

will need to build two new 
prisons.

This spring, I joined the 
Chief  Justice and legislative 
leaders in engaging more 
than 400 stakeholders before 
establishing a bipartisan, 
inter-branch work group to 
look into this problem.  The 

group included law 
enforcement, judges, 
legislators, treatment 
providers, defense 
attorneys, and pros-
ecutors.

We asked this work 
group to see if  we 
could improve public 
safety, hold offend-
ers more accountable, 
and get a better return 
on our public safety 

dollars. I’m pleased that the 
work group came back with 
robust recommendations.

Following my State of  
the State address, the Chief  
Justice and 70 legislators, 
including the Republican 
and Democratic leaders of  
the House and the Senate, 
joined me in submitting the 
South Dakota Public Safety 
Improvement Act.

This measure, Senate Bill 
70, will improve supervi-
sion on probation and parole 

through expanded treatment 
and reduced caseloads, and it 
will use proven tools like drug 
courts and a new 24/7-style 
program for drug offenders. 

It will focus our prison 
space on violent and career 
criminals by punishing drug 
kingpins more harshly than 
users while ensuring swift 
and certain sanctions for 
offenders. 

Finally, the bill calls for 
improved victim notification 
and restitution collection, 
and it requires that all of  
these programs be measured 
and evaluated for effective-
ness, year after year.

This path will save our 
state tens of  millions of  dol-
lars in prison costs while 
keeping South Dakota safer. 
This is the right path forward, 
and I’m not alone in support-
ing the measure. I’m joined 
by the chief  justice, attorney 
general, sheriffs and police 
chiefs, victims advocates, 
state’s attorneys, county com-
missioners, the state bar, and 
treatment providers.

South Dakota is showing, 
once again, that we can work 
together to find common 
sense, smart solutions to our 
biggest problems.

Working together to 
improve public safety

Dennis 
Daugaard
SD Governor

The episode opens on the 
servants setting up for a 
grand event by arrang-
ing flowers and clear-
ing away the rug. What 
are we celebrating?

It had only been a 
week since the last epi-
sode, but I’d already 
forgotten that Edith 
was engaged. That 
poor girl. 

Meanwhile, Carson 
overhears Mrs. Hughes 
and Mrs Patmore talking 
about Mrs. Hughes’ pend-
ing test results of  her tumor. 
Carson must have learned a 
trick or two about eavesdrop-
ping from Mrs. Hughes. Who 
can forget when Mrs. Hughes 
listened through the vent 
outside her office while Vera 
blackmailed Mr. Bates?

Matthew and Mary con-
tinue the money fight they 
started in last week’s epi-
sode. I thought an Abba song 
would be appropriate for the 
soundtrack, “Money, money, 
money, must be funny, in a 
rich man’s world.”

Thomas stabs O’Brien in 
the back. Not literally, but 
he does tell Moseley that she 
is thinking about quitting 
because Moseley had men-
tioned a relative who needed a 
job. Moseley tells Lady Cora, 
which makes for an awk-
ward scene between her and 
O’Brien later. 

On the day before the wed-
ding, the family decides to go 
look at the house they will 
move into when they leave 
Downton Abbey. Robert sug-
gested that they rename the 
house “Downton Place.” 

The Dowager Countess’ 
best line of  the episode comes 
when Isobel is riding in the 
front seat of  the car, “Aren’t 
you a wild thing?” Who knew 

riding shotgun was risqué in 
the 1920s?

Anna continues in her quest 
to free Mr. Bates. She pays a 
friend of  Vera’s for informa-
tion about her last few days. 
Mrs. Bartlet isn’t the nicest 
about it. She calls Anna a 
tramp, which at first sound-

ed harsh but then I 
remembered from 
season two that Anna 
would have “lived in 
sin” with Mr. Bates 
if  he couldn’t divorce 
Vera. In prison Mr. 
Bates is plotting 
something and hiding 
things in his cell wall. 
I’m nervous about 
where this is heading.

Let’s celebrate a wedding, 
shall we? Robert is glad to 
be marrying off  “the last of  
them.” Makes me wonder how 
my father feels since he’s still 
got one daughter left.

Why was Strallan the last 
one to realize that it was wrong 
to marry a much younger 
woman? Almost everyone had 
said it, or at least thought it, 
at some point.

Poor Edith. I just wanted to 
give her a hug. But then she 
turned into a viper and lashed 
out at her sisters with their 
“perfect husbands and lives.” 
It made me want to slap her 
instead. 

Couldn’t she just say “How 
rude!” to Strallan and be 
the fun middle child, like 
Stephanie Tanner? Doesn’t 
she realize that her sisters 
could be her friends? Why 
push them away? 

Episode two was like a take-
out carton of  sweet and sour 
chicken. The sour parts made 
me fear the wrath of  O’Brien 
and the sweet parts made 
me wish Sunday would come 
sooner.

Mary Egstad is a fan of  the 
“Downton Abbey” series which 
wraps up on Feb. 17. She is 
also a designer and copy edi-
tor at the Capital Journal.  
Reach her at mary.egstad
@capjournal.com.

Review

SEASON THREE, 
EPISODE TWO 
POTENTIAL 
SPOILER WARNING

Mary Egstad

Watch 
“Downton 
Abbey” 
Sunday nights 
at 8 p.m. on 
PBS or online 
at pbs.org

My continuing obsession 
with things British: Almost 

feeling sorry for Edith

Now just one of the gang

Dana Milbank
Syndicated 
columnist


