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In these Oct. 1 photos, cows are herded into waiting trucks following an auction at the Oklahoma National Stockyard in Oklahoma City. Across 
rural America, farmers are feeling the e� ects of the federal government shutdown. During the shutdown, the USDA won’t provide sales reports 
from Oklahoma livestock auctions that are used to help set prices on the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, Oklahoma state Department of Agricul-
ture employee Jack Carson said. (AP Photo/Sue Ogrocki)
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WICHITA, Kan. (AP) — 
When Tim Peterson finished 
planting his 900 acres of  win-
ter wheat last week, the usu-
ally market-savvy Kansas 
farmer unexpectedly found 
himself  struggling to make 
critical marketing decisions 
without being able to access 
to vital agricultural reports, 
casualties of  the federal gov-
ernment shutdown.

“We have no clue what is 
going on in the market,” said 
Peterson, who farms near 
Monument in northwest 
Kansas. He typically protects 
his investment in seed and 
fertilizer by “locking in” the 
price his wheat crop will fetch 
next July with a futures con-
tract that shields farmers 
from market fluctuations by 
guaranteeing a price while 
the crop is in the ground.

Farmers and livestock pro-
ducers use the reports put out 
by the National Agriculture 
Statistics Service to make 
decisions – such as how to 
price crops, which commodi-
ties to grow and when to sell 
them – as well as track cattle 
auction prices. Not only has 
the NASS stopped putting out 
new reports about demand 
and supply, exports and pric-
es, but all websites with past 
information have been taken 
down.

“It is causing a direct void 
in information that is imme-

diate,” Peterson 
said.

This worries him far 
more than his other 
problem: When will his 
$20,000 subsidy check 
from the government, 
which usually comes in 
October, arrive?

Since the U.S. Agriculture 
Department’s local farm ser-
vices offices also have been 
shuttered, farmers can’t 
apply for new loans, sign 
up acreages for government 

If you go
WHAT: Rick 
Weiland “Take 
It Back” Town 
Hall Meeting 
WHERE: 
Perkins Family 
Restaurant 217 
E. Hustan Ave., 
Fort Pierre
WHEN:  4 p.m. 
on Oct. 10

BY LANCE NIXON
LANCE.NIXON@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Perhaps the worst October 
storm in state history has left 
thousands of  dead cattle scat-
tered across western South 
Dakota and cattle organiza-
tions are estimating losses 
will run in the millions of  
dollars.

“I’m very consistently 
hearing from producers 
who are telling me that on 
their operations they have 
lost from 20 to 50 percent of  
their herds,” said Executive 

Director Silvia Christen 
of  the Rapid City-based 
South Dakota Stockgrowers 
Association.

The Pierre-based South 
Dakota Cattlemen’s 
Association reported hearing 
similar estimates and urged 
producers to be careful to 
document losses.

Ziebach County Sheriff  
Bob Menzel said producers 
are still trying to assess their 
own losses, but he estimated 
the death toll will run in the 
thousands in Ziebach County 
alone. Menzel said although 

the temperatures stayed 
right around freezing during 
the weekend storm, cattle 
were wet to the skin from 
rain before the precipitation 
switched to snow. Many cattle 
probably died from hypother-
mia, he said.

Owner Gary Vance of  Faith 
Livestock Commission Co., 
which canceled its Monday 
sale because ranchers were 
still digging out from the 
storm, said motorists can see 
some of  the death toll because 
cattle drifted with the wind 
until fences along roadways 

brought them to a halt.
“It’s not very hard to drive 

around and see cattle that 
are drifted into corners, into 
ditches, hung up on fences, 
dead. A lot of  them are cov-
ered with snow,” Vance said. 
“It’s going to take a big, big 
toll on ranchers’ income. We 
were having an excellent 
year as far as grass and hay 
and markets, too. It’s going 
to be hard on western South 
Dakota.”

Vance said it will go down 

Beef specialist: Document your losses
South Dakota State University Extension Beef Special-
ist Julie Walker said producers can take a lesson from 
the brutal winter of 1996-97 and keep good records 
of livestock losses. That will make it easier to get 
assistance from government programs if assistance is 
made available, she said.
“At the present time, we don’t know if there will be 
any governmental program to assist ranchers. This 
may take awhile because the federal shutdown has 
furloughed key local USDA sta� ,” Walker said.

Livestock producers tally storm losses

See LIVESTOCK, A6
See LOSSES, A6

BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN
DAVID.ROOKHUYZEN@CAPJOURNAL.COM

After falling sharply last week, gas prices in the 
Pierre area remain steady, but there is hope of  
further relief  in the next couple months.

Stations along Sioux Avenue began selling 
midgrade gas at $3.47 a gallon at the begin-
ning of  last week, 
after several weeks 
at $3.67 a gallon. 
The drop brought 
Pierre’s gas prices 
in line with the 
state’s average, 
which has fallen 
from $3.70 a gallon 
on Sept. 9 to $3.46 on Monday, according to gas 
price tracking website GasBuddy.com. 

That statewide average is also 32 cents lower 
than the same date one year ago. Nationwide, the 
average Monday was $3.38 per gallon after falling 
steadily from $3.59 on Sept. 9, and is 41.9 cents 
cheaper than one year ago.

In an emailed statement, Patrick DeHaan, 
senior petroleum analyst for GasBuddy, said the 
lower prices now compared to the same period 
last year are most likely due to more storms in the 
Atlantic Ocean last year than this year. 

Gasoline prices usually drop in the winter 
because of  decreased demand and the switch 

Gas 
prices fall 
in Pierre 
area

SHUTDOWN

Shutdown spawns vacuum in farm market information

Rick Weiland
See SHUTDOWN, A6

By the numbers
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See GAS, A6

HARVEST HELP
Harvest of  health 

and help for Mount 
Vernon farmer A3

Weiland to hold 
town hall meeting 
in Fort Pierre

“Farmers, all of those impacted, have been 
waiting and waiting and waiting. And frankly 
have had enough,”

Senate Agriculture Chairwoman 
Debbie Stabenow, D-Mich.

BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Fort Pierre city coun-
cilmen Monday approved 
an ordinance to motivate 
tidying up vacant build-
ings in city limits.

Under the ordinance, 
the city’s Public Works 
Administration may 
determine if  buildings 
within city limits and 
extending one mile out-
side city limits are vacant 
or dangerous. Owners 
of  these buildings would 
then have the choice to 
remove or repair the 

buildings, file an appeal, 
or request an extension or 
exemption.

Recommendations for 
properties have come 
from the Fort Pierre Civic 
Pride committee, which 
has been looking in part 
at the appearance of  the 
town. 

About eight people who 
live outside city limits but 
inside the city’s territo-
rial mile turned out for 
the meeting requesting 
that the city not make this 
decision without includ-
ing them. Among them 
was Planning and Zoning 

committee member Britt 
Williams, who lives on 
Highway 83 in the territo-
rial mile. 

“I’m the biggest junk 
collector out there,” he 
said, referencing his con-
struction equipment and 
at least two buildings he 
is working on disposing 
of. “But if  we’re going to 
have a civic pride thing, 
everybody needs to be 
represented.”

These jurisdiction 
issues are the reason 
Williams sits on the city’s 
committee, Public Works 
Director Brad Lawrence 

told the Capital Journal.
“Sometimes they feel 

they get the weight of  
the city against them, so 
that’s why we put Britt on 

Fort Pierre City Council approves vacant building ordinance
“But if we’re going 
to have a civic pride 
thing, everybody 
needs to be 
represented,”

Planning and Zoning 
committee member 

Britt Williams

See FORT PIERRE, A6

ESD CONFERENCE
Pierre hosts 

conference meet at 
Griffin Park B1

BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

The sole Democratic candidate 
in next’s year South Dakota U.S. 
Senate race will be stopping in Fort 
Pierre later this week as part of  his 
effort to visit every community in 
the state.

Rick Weiland, who announced 
his candidacy in May for the seat 
being opened up by the retirement 
of  Sen. Tim Johnson, will hold 
a town meeting at the Perkins 
Family Restaurant in Fort Pierre 
on Thursday. 

Weiland has made a public goal 
to visit all 311 South Dakota com-
munities during his campaign. 
After the stop in Fort Pierre he 
will hold a town hall meeting at the 
Roadside Café in Wall on Friday. 

Although the capital city itself  
is not on the itinerary this time 
around, Weiland said during an 
interview in August that Pierre 
will become a hub for his campaign while he visits 
towns in the central part of  the state.

Republican contenders for Johnson’s seat include 
former governor Mike Rounds, state Rep. Stace 
Nelson, state Sen. Larry Rhoden and Sioux Falls 
physician Annette Bosworth. Libertarian candidate 
Kurt Evans also said in Septmember that he will run  
for Senate in 2014.


