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Thanks to a change 
in Nevada that South 
Dakota lawmakers 
decided they needed 
to match a few years 
ago, the Legislature 
and Gov. Dennis 
Daugaard have a 
flood of  revenue from 
unclaimed property 
they can spend this 
year and next.

The Legislature 
called first dibs on 
half  of  the money last 
year before anyone 
knew just how much 
there might be. The 
Senate and the House 
of  Representatives 
crafted the Building 
South Dakota pack-
age of  economic 
development incen-
tives.

The revenue for 
those programs relies 
largely on unclaimed 
property, from unre-
deemed gift cards 
to pure cash, which 
people leave behind 
with businesses, 
banks and other 
institutions. The 
state treasurer was 
to deposit 25 percent 
in the Building South 
Dakota fund in the 2015 fiscal year that starts 
July 1, 2014, and 50 percent starting in the 2016 
fiscal year that begins July 1, 2014.

There is a circuit-breaker, so the governor 
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SIOUX FALLS, S.D. (AP) — 
Residents of  the Dakotas are 
used to cold winters, but tem-
peratures and wind chills not 
seen in about a decade moved 
into the region Sunday.

Phillip Schumacher, a 
National Weather Service mete-
orologist with the Sioux Falls 
office, said 20 mph to 40 mph 
winds out of  the northwest 
brought much colder air into 
the region, and the low tem-
peratures overnight would com-
bine for wind chills of  40 below 
zero to 50 below zero.

South Dakota’s largest school 
district made the decision to 
cancel Monday classes in Sioux 

Falls, giving kids a day off.
The city also closed its Great 

Bear Recreation Park public ski 
area and outdoor ice rinks for 
Sunday and Monday. Just three 
people had braved the weather 
to visit Falls Park, where the 
signature waterfalls were fro-
zen over – just a trickle of  run-
ning water.

North Dakota Gov. Jack 
Dalrymple did not order a 
statewide school closures for 
Monday, but he encouraged 
superintendents to use their 
discretion and make student 
safety a priority.

Dakotas brace for brutal wind chills
Fifth-coldest December on record for Pierre

BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

If December seemed chilly to you, it wasn’t just your 
imagination.

December 2013 was a bitter cold and snowy month 
across central and northeast South Dakota, as well as in 
west central Minnesota, the National Weather Service 
o�  ce in Aberdeen said.

In a post at its website, the agency said the month was 
among the top ten coldest at all locations, with monthly 
average temperatures from 7 to 9 degrees below normal.  
Sisseton had its second-coldest December on record with an 
average temperature of 8.4 degrees.  Wheaton, Minn., tied 
for the third-coldest December on record with an average 

temperature of 6.9 degrees.  Aberdeen and Watertown had 
their fourth-coldest Decembers on record with 6.5 degrees 
and 7.9 degrees, respectively. Pierre had its � fth-coldest 
December on record with 13.2 degrees.  Kennebec, Timber 
Lake, and Mobridge were all in the top ten coldest Decem-
bers on record.

It was also a snowy month across the region with 
snowfall amounts ranging from 9 to 17 inches or from 2 to 
11 inches above normal. 

“The expansive snow cover across our region and to the 
north played a large factor in the bitter cold temperatures.  
The snow cover allows for good cooling at night and little 
heat absorption from the sun during the daytime,” the 
National Weather Service text said. 

Pre-Legislative 
Session Series

BY JOEL EBERT
JOEL.EBERT@CAPJOURNAL.COM

After patiently watching 
it take shape for 14 months, 
Stanley County School District 
residents held a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for their new school 
on Sunday. Students officially 
begin classes in the new facility 
today. 

The event was kicked off  by 
first-grader Campbell Cronin 
and fourth-grader Cormac 
Duffy, when they cut a purple 
and gold ribbon held by local 
and school officials. The stu-
dents were involved in the 
groundbreaking ceremony in 
2012. 

As the audience of  teachers, 
parents and community mem-
bers sat on purple bleachers 

inside the new gymnasium, they 
were greeted by Superintendant 
Dan Martin. Martin recognized 
several individuals that had 
been involved in the project, 
including Stanley County Board 
of  Education Chairwoman 
Sarah Carter, as well as Fort 
Pierre Mayor Sam Tidball.

“As we dedicate this new 
school,” Tidball said, “it is 
indeed a wonderful day in Fort 
Pierre.” Tidball said the school 
is an important step in the con-
tinual development of  the city. 

Fort Pierre Economic 
Development Executive 
Director Dave Bonde told the 
audience that the new school 
will likely help attract future 
business. “This new facility 
strengthens your commitment 
to quality education,” he said. 

Bonde said many businesses 
factor in the quality of  educa-
tion when considering entering 
a community.    

South Dakota Secretary 
of  Education Melody Shopp 
expressed praise for the new 
building. A former teacher, 
Shopp said that while the new 
building made a statement, she 
stressed the importance of  the 
local community and teachers. 
“It takes a community to sup-
port all the pieces of  educa-
tion,” Shopp said. “You can have 
the best facility in the world, but 
what truly make a difference 
are the teachers.”

After the ceremony, commu-
nity members were invited to 
tour the 18-classroom building. 

BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN
DAVID.ROOKHUYZEN@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Sam Koenecke remembers tag-
ging along with his father and his 
uncle on a goose hunt when he was 
8 years old.

When the geese came over and the 
hunters reared up out of  the blind 
to take their shots at the incoming 
birds, an eager Koenecke cracked 
a shot off  as well – with a 
BB gun.

After the 
rounds were 
fired and the 
dead birds 
collected, he 

informed the other hunters he also 
had shot himself  a goose.

And it’s that tradition of  a young 
boy first experiencing the thrill of  
hunting that Koenecke is now trying 
to share with anyone who wants it. 

Today he is one of  the lead orga-
nizers of  the Central South Dakota 
Youth Goose Hunt. The event, which 
is going on its 24th year, is a free 
weekend hunt open to 12- to 15-year-
olds held annually in Pierre.

This year’s hunt occurred this 
past weekend, as 112 youth from 

across the state coming to 
either sit in goose pits or lie in 

wait in blinds in rural Sully 
and Hughes counties. 

The weather was cold 
– temperatures in the 
double digits below 
zero canceled most of  

Sunday’s hunt – and the 
game less than plentiful. But 

teenage boys and girls gladly sat out 
in frozen fields while parents and 
guides, many who had participated 
in the hunt themselves years before, 

kept warm trucks waiting a short 
distance away.

Mike Thorson, who has helped 
with the event for the past 22 years, 
said the reason for the event is that 
the organizers want to preserve an 
important tradition. Many young 
people nowadays don’t get the 
chance to experience goose hunt-
ing for themselves, especially if  
they come from busy single-parent 
households.  

It’s also a way to teach the ethics 
and methods of  decoy hunting and 
to allow the greatest chance of  bag-
ging a goose, he said. 

“Instead of  going out with a five-
gallon bucket of  shotgun shells and 
coming home with no bucket and no 
birds, we show them how we think it 
should be done,” Thorson said. 

Bobi Adams, who started helping 
out on the hunt seven years ago and 
who has had two sons participate, 
said it passes on practical hunting 
skills.  

SLOW GOING
2014 SD mountain lion 

season off  to a slow 
start compared to 2013 A3

Youth Goose Hunt carries on tradition of hunting into 24th year

See WEATHER, A6

Cade Fortuna, left, J.J. Beck, Caleb Stukel, Jackson Eklund and guide Jim Cooper waiting inside a goose pit for a chance to hunt some birds on 
Saturday. Below: One of the dozens of decoys used Saturday to lure geese in for the Youth Goose Hunt. (David Rookhuyzen/Capital Journal)
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Unclaimed-
property 
revenue
might be 
key to 2014 
session

See SESSION, A6

First-grader Campbell Cronin, left, and fourth-grader Cormac Du� y, right, cut the 
ribbon at the dedication ceremony on Sunday for the new Stanley County Elemen-
tary School. (Joel Ebert/Capital Journal)

New Stanley County elementary school opens today

See SCHOOL, A6

There will be hundreds 
of topics considered in 
the 2014 session of the 
Legislature that opens 
Jan. 14. The Capital 
Journal is taking a look 
at � ve of those topics 
this week. It starts with 
unclaimed property 
revenue. Then a look at 
state aid to education, 
followed by the need 
for good-government 
changes brought to light 
by the EB-5 scandal, the 
push to block Common 
Core standards in our 
public K-12 schools and 
the proposed change 
to actual use as the 
method for valuing 
agricultural property for 
tax purposes in South 
Dakota.

A HUNTING TRADITION


